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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Unitus Community Credit Union CEO Steven Stapp Honored with 2026 Herb
Wegner Memorial Award

Credit union industry’s highest national recognition celebrates Stapp’s leadership in financial
inclusion and global advocacy

TIGARD, Ore., March 4, 2026 — Unitus Community Credit Union announced that President
and CEO Steven Stapp has been named a recipient of the 2026 Herb Wegner Memorial Award,
the credit union movement’s most prestigious national honor. The award recognizes individuals
who make an extraordinary contribution to the credit union philosophy of “people helping

people.”

A career-long champion of financial inclusion, Stapp has significantly expanded access to
financial services for underserved communities across the United States and internationally.
During his tenure at Golden 1 Credit Union, he helped set a national precedent by accepting the



Matricula Consular ID, enabling thousands of immigrants previously excluded from traditional

banking to become members.

Since joining Unitus in 2016, Stapp has accelerated this work through initiatives that break
down barriers and create long-term financial opportunity, including:

e ITIN lending programs that open pathways to homeownership and personal loans for
individuals without Social Security numbers.

e Bilingual digital banking innovations designed to meet members where they are and
provide seamless access to services.

e Generational wealth-building resources aimed at strengthening financial futures for
families across the region.

Stapp's influence also extends globally through his leadership on the World Council of Credit
Unions board, as well as his advocacy in support of LGBTQ+ communities and Latino financial
empowerment. He is the founder of the Northwest Juntos Avanzamos Roundtable, a coalition

of regional partners working to advance inclusive financial practices.

Known for his people-centered leadership style, Stapp is recognized for his commitment to
mentorship, developing emerging leaders, and strengthening credit unions locally and across

the nation.

“This award is a testament to Steven's unwavering dedication to expanding financial
opportunity for all,” said Nicole Davison Le6n, Unitus Board Chair. “His vision, collaboration, and
deep commitment to community perfectly represent the values that define the credit union
movement.”

The Herb Wegner Memorial Award honors those whose contributions exemplify innovation,
impact, and the cooperative spirit at the heart of the industry. In addition to Stapp, fellow 2026
honorees Kathy Chartier, President & CEO of Members Credit Union, and Gigi Hyland, longtime
credit union advocate and former Executive Director of the National Credit Union Foundation,
were alsorecognized during the National Credit Union Foundation’s annual awards ceremony
on March 2, 2026.



About Unitus Community Credit Union

At Unitus, we're dedicated to improving lives in the communities we serve. As a member-owned
local credit union, we invest in people by doing the right thing. Through partnerships with

nonprofit organizations, we provide support for community groups through volunteerism and
financial donations. Our 106,000 members count on us to serve them and their communities;

our 300+ employees share that passion for service. Learn about the local impact Unitus makes
by visiting unitusccu.com.




